IN SEARCH OF LIFE

Di Shearer*

Imagine a match striking.
See a great flaring forth.
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Imagine a single point so energetic

that it would burn you from light years away —
Trillions of degrees hot.

It’s exploding faster than the speed of light.

Imagine a vast space
and wonder to yourself:
Does matter change form?
Is the universe static or evolving?

Now think of the universe as a story
with a beginning, a middle and . . .
perhaps an end somewhere in the far distant future.
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Sit at the lens of a 100-inch telescope.
It belongs to Edwin Hubble.
His invention and insight from the 1920s.

Look carefully. Train your eye and your mind
and you will see not only stars but galaxies
... galaxies rushing away from each other.

Think about this massive explosion
carrying the galaxies apart for millions, billions
of years.

Know about its rate of expansion.
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even one millionth of one percent faster . .
It would explode. Kaboom!

But no, it’s moving at exactly the rate necessary.
Is it alive? Does it know?
See how it learns in self-generating patterns of development.

Did it know that life was coming?
Did that light from the beginning of time know
that we would discover its secret all these years later?

Is life evolving?
Can photons tell us the story of the birth of the universe?
Can we at last realize that the Milky Way galaxy
is not so much a thing as an activity?
Wave upon wave upon wave.

Our very reflection on this imaginative script

tells us something about our beginnings,
about the middle muddle we are in

and about what we are all dying to know:

Where will it all end up?
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